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ANTHROPOMETRIC STATISTICS. 



Thirtieth Annual Report of the Professor of Hygiene and Physical 
Education of Amherst College. 1891. Pp.20. Map. 

In 1861 Amherst College made physical exercise a compulsory part 
of the course. Since that time funds amounting to $177,581 have 
been bestowed on this department, which has thus been enabled to 
secure a fine gymnasium, an athletic field, and the best instruction. It 
has also paid special attention to anthropometric statistics, as is shown 
in several tables appended to this report. These tables give (1) aver- 
age measurements of about 2000 students ; (2) mean measurements 
of 2086 students ; (3) average measurements of those students who 
were 21 years of age; (4) measurements of 2230 students grouped 
together by the percentile methods proposed by Mr. Galton, of London. 
In table (4) each measurement is obtained by using the data of the 
man who stands exactly midway in the list, — leaving 50 per cent of 
the men above and 50 per cent below him. The following extracts 
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Height 

" Sternum 

Girth, head 

" chest, full 

" right knee 

" left calf 

" upper right arm contracted 

Breadth of shoulders 

Strength of legs 



0.6 
0.7 
0.5 
1.0 
0.8 
2.3 
6.4 
3.6 
26.0 



from these tables will show the remarkable correspondence between 
their results. Metric units are used. The percentage increase in 
class of 1891 is also given. 

Statistics of the class of 1891 show that in more than two-thirds of 
the linear and outline measurements of their bodies growth during 
four years has been proportional to height. 



444 American Statistical Association. [38 

The following are a few of the facts deduced from comparison of 
the data collected at different times : the average actual strength of 
students for years 1887—91 is 8.5 per cent greater than for years 
1861-88; the average loss of time on account of sickuess was 8 per 
cent less from 1885-89 than from 1861-65; the deaths, 1861-70 
(exclusive of those who fell in the war), were 6.1 per cent of whole 
numher graduated ; the deaths, 1881-90, were 3.4 per cent of whole 
number graduated. 

Statistiques de la Suisse, Resultats de la visite Sanitaire des Recrues 
en Automne, 1889. Berne, 1891. Pp. 49. 

The twelve tables contained in this report give a good idea of the 
physical condition of men in Switzerland. They show the general 
conditions of aptitude, causes of incapacity, bodily dimensions, acute- 
ness of vision, and visual defects of all men examined for the army. 
Absolute numbers are given under each head by districts and cantons, 
and also by professions. The relation of stature to other bodily 
dimensions is carefully noted. 

Of 29,519 men examined in 1889, 23,010 were born in 1870, and 
6509 before 1870. Of every 1000 men examined 503 were accepted 
and 289 entirely exempted from service. In the other 208 cases 
decision was postponed for one or two years. 5769 men, who enlisted 
at some previous time, were reexamined. 28.4 per cent were retained, 
14.2 per cent furloughed, and 57.4 per cent entirely exempted from 
further service. 

Percentage results of corresponding investigations for 1884-89 are 
appended for comparison. 

R. Waterman, Jr. 



THE CENSUS OF AUSTRIA. 



The Austrian census was taken December 31, 1890, and many of the 
results of the inquiry in regard to the composition of the population 
are published in the August-September number of the Statistische Mo- 
natschrift, published by the K. K. Statistischen Central Commission, 
Vienna. It is to be observed that the returns relate to Austria alone. 



